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| His Majeſties Gracious S8 PE EC H. to both 
Houſes of Parliament, February. 1673. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | | 1 
Am glad to ſee you here this diy; I would have called 
Jos tos ether ſooner but that I was willing to Eaſe you and 
79 EY the Countrey, till there were an abſolute neceſſity, 
Rr urs as Since jou were laſt here, I have been forced toa moſt 
important, neceſ[ars,and expenſive War, and | make no doubt, but you 
will ive Me ſuitable and effectual Aſiiſtance to go through with it, 
T refer you to My Declaration for the Cauſes, and indeed the Neceſſi- 
| ty of this War; and ſhall now onely tell jou, That I might have digeſt- 
ed the Indignities to My Own Perſon, rather then have brought it to 
this Extremity, if the Intereſt , as well as the Honour of the whole 
Kingdom had not been at flake: And if I had omitted this Com un- 
ture, perhaps I had not again ever met with the like Advantage, 
Ton will find that the laſt Supply you gave Me, did not anſwer Exper 
tation for the Ends you gave it, The payment of MyDebts, Therefore 
I muſt inthe next place recommend them again to jour x how Care, 
Some few dayes before I Declare d the War, I put forth My Decla- 
ration for indulgence to Diſſenters , and have hitherto found a good 
Effect of it, b riding Peace at Home,wh n had "ar Abroad. There 
is one part in it that hath been ſubject to Miſconſtruction, which is 
thit concerning the Papiſts; as if more Liberty were granted them, 
then to the other Recuſants; when it is plain there ts :eſs For the 
Others have publick places allowed them, and I never intended that 
they ſhould have any, but only have the Freedom of their Religion in 
their own houſes, without any Concourſe of others, And I could not 
grant them leſs then this, when I had extended ſo much more Grace 
toothers,moſt of them having been Loyal and inthe Service of ue, and 
of the King my Father; And in the whole courſe of this Indulgence, 
I do not intend that it ſhall any way Prejudice the Church, but I will 
\ Sup port its Rights, and It in its full Power. Having ſaid this, I ſhall 
take t very ill to receive Contradidtion in what I have done, And I 
| will deal plainly with jou, I am reſolved to ſticł to my Declaration. 
1 There is one Fealoufie more that is maliciouſiy ſpread abroad, and 
jet ſo weak aud frivolcus, that I once thought it not of moment en- 
ong to mention; but it may have gotten ſome ground with ſome well 
minded people, and that is, That the Forces I have raiſed in this War, 
1 were deſigned to Control Lam and Property; I w:ſh Thad had mare 
| Forces the laſt Summer, the want of them then, convinces me I muſt 
| raiſe more againſt this next Spring; Aud I do not doubt but you 
will Conſider the Charge of them in your Supplies. 
N Iwill Conclude with this aſſurance to jou, That Iwill preſerve the 
| true Reformed Proteſtant Religion, and the Church as it is now 
| Eſtabliſped in this Kingdom, and that no mans. Property or Liberty 
\ ſhall ever be invaded, I leaye the reſt to the Chancellor; 
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My Lords,and you the Knights, Citizens and 
Burgeſies of the Houſe of Commons, 
elle King hath fpoken ſo fully, ſo excellent- 
9 Q !y well, and io like Himſelt, that you are 
not to expect much from me. There is 
not à word in His Speech that hath not its 
full weight : And, I dare with aſſurance 
ſay, will have its effet with you, His 
Majeſty had called you ſooner, and His 
— Affairs required it, but that He was re- 
ſolved to give you all the eaſe, and vacancy to your own private 
Concerns; and the People as much reſpit from Payments and 
Taxes, as the neceſſity of His Buſineſs, or their Preſervation 
would permit. And yet (which I cannot but here mention to 
you ) by the Crafty inſinuations of ſome ill- affected perſons, 
there have been ſpread ſtrange and deſperate rumours, which your 
Meeting together this day, hath ſufficiently proved both malici- 
ous, and falſe, | 
His Majeſty hath told you, that He is now engaged in an im- 
portant, very expenſive, and indeed a War abſolutely neceſſary, 
and unavoidable, He hath referred you to His Declaration, where 
you will find the Perſonal indignities by Pictures, and Medals, and 
other publique affronts His Majeſty hath received trom the States, 
their breach of Treaties both in the Surinam, and Eaſf. India buſi- 
neſs: and at laſt they came to that height of inſolence, as to deny 
the honour and right of the Flag, though an undoubted Jewel of 
this Crown, never to be parted with , and by them particularly 
owned, in the late Treaty of Breda, and never conteſted in any 
Age. And whileſt the King firſt long expected, and then ſolemn- 
ly demanded. SgtisfaiZjon', they diſputed His title to it in all the 
Courts of Chriſtendom, and made great offers to the French King, | 
if he would ſtand by them 10 us. But the moſt Chriſtian King 
too well remembred what they did at Munſter, contrary to ſo many | 
Treaties, and ſolemn Ingagements; and how dangerousa neigh- | 
bour they were to all Crowned beads, | | 1 
„ The 


The Ngnd HI TAS 7 EG times and 
every day under tiew ohla ful, Sometimes they anererepreſentec 
as ſelling all to Branct br Mbne y to malcict is an Bortſrronrhs 
Plimouthj And Hull, were to be given iuto:the Frerb HandsifHD 
Caurioh The next diy news came, that France and Haland 
were agreed? Fhen the e qαν was turned om renuny to fahl 


The miniſters ere now Focla, thatꝭſome days befard were ils 
lains. Aud indeed the Crfce- bonſes were not tube blamed fod 
their laſt apprehenſions ; ince if that Conjanctiom had talen ofs 
fect, then England had been in a far worte cafe then hot is, and 
the'War had Been turned upon us. But both Kings knowing 
their Inteteſts, reſolved to Joyn againſt them; who were the 
Common Enemies to all Monarchies, and I may ſay, eſpecialli 
ro ours, their onely Competitor for nautg. and por a Sc dnd 
who onely ſtand in theif᷑ way to an Univerſal Empire; a5 gteat d 
A 8 =o the States underſtood — well, _— N 

eep, that under all their prelent diſtreſs, and danger, they ars 
fo intoxicated with that vaſt ambition, that they light 2 255 
and'refutea Ceſſa tion: b 0 90) 204.1970 
All chis you; and the whole Nation fa beforec che laſt u 
but it could not then be ſo well timed; or our ulliances ſo well 
made. But you judged aright, that at any rate, Delegdurſt Car 
thago, That Gopernment was to be brought down: And there- 
fore the King may well ſay to you, is your ar, He took His 
meaſures from you, and they were juſt and rigiic ones: and He 
expects a ſuitable aſſiſtance to ſo neceſſary, and expenſive an acti- 
on; which He has hitherto maintained at His owa charge, and 
was unwilling either to trouble you, or burden t he Cuantry, until it 
came to an inevituble neceſſity, And His Majeſty commands me 
to tell you, that unleſs it be a certain Sum, and ſpeedity raiſed, it 
can never anſwer the Occaſion. I. 5 | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | F ; 


Reputation is the great ſupport of War or Peace. This u- 
had never begun, nor had the States ever ſliglited the Kg, or 
ever refuſed Him Satisfallion, neither had this Mar continued to 
this day, or ſubſiſted now, but that the States were deceived in 
their meaſures, and apptehended His Majeſty in that great wane 
of money, that He muſt fit down under any afronts, and was not 
able to begin, or carry on a War, Nay, at this day the States ſupport 
themſelves amangſt their people by this only falſtood, that they 
are aſſured of the temper of England, and of the Parliament, and 
that Youwill not ſypplythe King in this War': And that it they 
ean hold out till your meeting, they will have new life, and may 
take new meaſures, There are lately taken, two of theirprinets- 
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by great intereſt; and the 


2 
pal Agents, with their Credentials and Iaſtructions to this pur- 
poſe, who are now in the Tower, and ſhafl be proceeded: againſt 
according to the Law of Nations. Butithe K ing is ſufficiently 
aſſured of His people: Knows you better: and can never doubt 
His Parlimment. This had / not been mentioned, but to ſhew 
you of what importance the ff antneſs, ind E of this 
Supply is, às well as the falueſs of it, Let me ſay, the King has 


brought the States to that condition, that your hearty conjuncti- 


on, at this time in ſapplying His Majeſty, will make them never 
more formidable to Kings, or dangerous to England. And it af- 
ter this you ſuffer them to get up, let this be remembted, The 
States of Holland are Englands eternal Enemy, both by intereſt and 


In the next place, to the ſupply for the carrying on of the War, 


His Majeſty recommends to you the taking care of His Debts. 
What you gave the laſt Seſſion did not near anſwer your, own ex- 


ect ation. Beſides, an other conſiderable Aid you deſigned His 
Majeſty, was unfortunately loſt in the birth; ſo that the King was 


forced for the carrying on of His affairs, much againſt His will, 


to put a ſtop to the payments out of the Exchequer, He ſaw the 
preſſures upon himſelf, and Feen inconvueniencies to His people 
difference through all His Buſineſs be- 
tween Ready money, and Orders. This gave the King the neceſ- 
ſity of that proceeding; to make uſe of His own Revenue, which 
hath been of ſo great effect in this War. But though he hath 
ut a ſtop to the trade, and gain of the Bankers, yet he would 
* unwilling to ruine them, and oppreſs ſo many Familirs, as are 
concerned in thoſe debts; Beſides, it were too diſproportionable 
a burden upon many of His good Subjects. But neither the Ban- 
ers, nor they, have reaſon to complain, if you now take them 
into your care, and they have paid them, what was due to them, 
when the Stop was made, with Six per Cent. intereſt from that 
time. The King is very much concerned both in Honour and In- 
tereſt, to ſee this done. And yet he deſites you not to mi- time 
it: but that it may have only the ſecond place, and that you will 
firſt ſettle, what you intend about the Supply, 

His Majeſty has ſo fully vindicated His Declaration from that 
Calumny concerning the 4% that no reaſonable ſcruple can 
be made by any good man, He has ſufficiently juſtified it by the 
time it was publiſned in, and the effects He hath had from it; 
and might have done it more, from the agreeableneſs of it, to His 
own natural diſpoſition, which no good Exgliſb man can wiſh 
ether then it is. Ile loves not bloud, or rigorons ſeverities; 
but where mild, or gentle wayes may be uſed by a wiſe Prince, 
He is certain to chooſe them, The Church of England, and all 
good Proteſtants have reaſori to rejoyce in ſuch a Head and ſuch a 
Defender, His Majeſty doth declare his care , and concerns for 
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the Church, and will maintain them in all their 25ghre and privi- 
ledges, equal, if not n His Predecefſors:-He — — 
and ihred up in it: It was that. His Father died ſor: We all know 
hoy great temptations and offers He reſiſted abroad, when He 
was in His loweſt condition: And He thinks it the honour of His 
reign, that He bath been the Reſtorer of the Church : Tis that 
He will ever maintain, and hopes $6 leave to poſterity, in greater 
laftre, and upon ſuter grounds, then our anceſtors; ever ſaw it, 
But His Majeſty is not convineed, that violent ways are the intereſt 
of Religion or the C. „„ dP ai; 2 
T here is one thing more, that Iam commanc to ſpeak. to 
you of, Which is the jealouſie, that hath hers. , Mead 
re- 
he 


be 


abroad, of the forces the King hath raiſed in this War, Whe 

in the King hath opened himſelf freely to you, and confeſſed t 
fault on the other hand. For it this laſt Summer had not proved a 
miracle of ſtorms, and tempeſts., ſuch as ſecured their Eaſt- India 
Fleet, and protected their Sea-coſt from a diſcent, not ling but 
the true reaſon (want of Money) could have juſtified the defe& 
in the number of our forces. Tis that His Majeſty is providiti 
for againſt the next Spring, having given out orders lor the ni 
of ſeven or eight Regiments mote of Foot, und 


— 


er the Comman 
. of Perſons of the greateſt Fortunes and Quality And I zm earneſt- 
you will take in- 


ly to recommend to you, that in your Supplies, 
to your conſideration this neceſſaty Addition of charge, 

And aiter His Majeſties ungluſion of "His Speech, let me 
conclude , nay, let us all conclude , with blefſing God, and 
the King, Let us bleſs God, that he hath given us ſuch 
a King to be the repairer dl our breacher both in Charch 
and State, and the er g. of our paths to dell in: Fhat in 
the midſt of War and Miſery; which rages in our neighbeur 
Countries, our garners are full, and there is no -compleaning in 
our ſtreets: And 2 man can hardly nom that there is a Wart L 
us bleis God; that hath given this King ſignally the hearts of. 1s 
people,and moſt particularly ot this Parliament; who in their af- 
tection and loyalty'to their Prince, have exceeded 4 their pres 
deceſſors. A Parliament with whom the King hath many years 
lived with all the Careſſes of à happy 2 Has the King 
had a concern e You have wedded it. Has His Majeſty wanted 
Supplies 2 You have readily; cheerfully, and fully provided tor 
them. You haverelied upon the i ſdom and C ondact g His 
Majeſty in all His affairs - ſo that you have never attempted to 
exceed your bounds , or to impoſt upon Him: whileſt the ing o 
the other hand, hath made Your Counſels the foundations of 
His proceedings; and hath been/fotender ol you; that He hah 
upon His own revenue and credit endeavoured to ſupport even 
reign ars, that he might . uneaſie to you, or bur 
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co ln people, And! ie fi That thou 2 Mariagr be 
. according 8 um; wh husband can give à Bl" of 
divbrce, put Her away; and ene vet I: can aſſure you, 


it ts Impo ble for che ing io paft with this Parliament, as i 
2 Sl e part from that loyalty ; affection, and ye Ges 
you ec ſhewed towards ds Hum; 1 ene 
repos Abe the King tor taking away all our fears, and leaving 
= v em for jealous: For thoſe "aſſurances ,/and promiſes Kis 
WS: hath ttiade us. Eet᷑ us bleſs Gidand'the Xing, that our Religion 
5 | fate: That the Church of England is the cart of our Pridce: 
| "hen ure fate ; $. Th gur Fr Eropt rtiiꝭ and Liberties * 
SEES: | Bugli „man td ask, but what 
— 2 a eee 7 
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5; "PS you the K ak ns and... 
- 1:4preeſſes ofcthe Houſe of Gens, 11 17 | 

s Majeſty hath comminded me to tell you, ebe 
e bath many things to ſay do you; hut he thinks not 
72755 * this a n will deter it till the Houſe of 
2 pa;becompleated with a new Spęgater. For 
| Majeſty bach fince the laſt Seſſipn, as amatk of 


F a | His/Favour: to His hom ſe of Cm %ν?, and that he might reward 
ls. | | — god a Servant; . their late Speaker, Sx, Edward Turner 
Lord Chief k on ofthe Exchequet, and called him by 


nr to this. Hapſe, Lam therefore commanded 
of dhe Faule of Ganmrons:, that it is 
5 à Di ſereeti 


Wile $0 be: an 4 


n, Wh rer been by : you! Pre- 
acien LOTT oct; hall chen 


*s * * 4 
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Gehrmons,'in Obedititce to Your Royal Com- 

mand, have 8 to the Choice of a Speaker. 

@hey have among them many Worthy 'Peffons, 
xntly/quilifiedfor ſq great a Truſt , ; yet | 

o fave Heye have caſt it upon me, who am really c 

f ſcious to my ſelt of many inſirmities, rendering me muchht 

ä | ipleyment: And although my ,cadeavdb 


excuſing my before them, have not been ſacceſsfull IS 
they have been ſo Indulgent, -as to permit me to continue my 
endeavours therein before Your: Majeſties moſt piercing, and oh 
cerning judgment. 

The veneration due to Majeſty, which lodgeth in every. Loyal 
Breaſt, makes it not an eaſie matter to ſpeak eb Your 


of 


Ma 5 at Log time, or in any capacity; But to ſpeak. 
Your Majeſty in Your Exaltation, chus ſuppor 
and attended, and that as Speaker of fy Houſe of Com 
requires greater abilities then T /can pretend to own; 7 — 
_ withour fear, That the, Publick Affairs, wherein Your 
ve rey and Your Kingdom, in this juncture ot time, at ſo 
highly concerned, may receive detriment through my weakneſs. 
Itherefore wih a plain humble heart, proſtrate at N our R 
feet, beſeech, That You will "Command them ta review 11 


_—_ 


* . fo _ done, anc to proceed to another Election. 
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He King "hath very atcencipe 7 | * 7 
— ene 5 ſcon®fe, wher 9 — 5 
OE | A eue hace gl Speaker, In 
5 1 His | eſty hath comme ed me 9 f y.t9.you, 
doth i in no ſort” oi 6 lam ger Hig Maſe ach 
. 8 y 190 ities, of Aﬀect; L 1 
Ren thon, in' era] © oymentso 8 e * ut tran 
le knahs you have a Parliame; 


ly w they have — F of d- | L * 
worthy and acceptable to him, 1 t 5 
of the Electias, and admirs 2 for Speaker< .. 
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Ince it is Your pen Eleaſuce accept of my 
Hhunſble Excuſe, but by Your RoyalApproba 
nix me under this Great ; though Honoprable Weight, 
and to think me fit to be inurſted wich 1 Fruſt mY dich 
27 -* nature a8 this is 1 hy: | 

1 take it mithe fitſt place „ incunblat apa char l 
render Vour Majeſty all poſſible thanks, Aich Loew 2 
do with a heart full of all Duty, and affected wich a ee ſents 
of Gratitude" then I can find words to aprefs;” 

Next, from Yout'Royal Determination ia t his Affair, — OI 
by Fou have imprinted a new 1 e, I rake courage 
againſt my own difndence, and cheartully bend my ſelf wah ſooh 
thand abiliiesasGod mall give, to — gracioufly 

oned me; no way doubting, that Your Majeſty will | 
7 cet my Fraleiss, to ac wk of my faithful Endeavous 2 po. 
always-to look'tawonrdbly-on the Work of Your own hands. N 
And now Sit, my firſt Eumrunce upon this Service, obliges 
im: tot make à few neceflary-{-' but humble Petitions dn the 
behalf of Your mot Loyal an Dbtitul Houſe af Commoas 85 


1. That fur our better e JAE on the Publick 5 ervice, 1 we ay. | 
our Servants 5 6 FY in our Perſons and © oy Kn. | 
and other Dit urbane H . 


23 That in our ee, Hogs #nd modes 7 mts be al- 
lowed, _— | 


3. That as tc hott fl ere. Tour: ue e bur bumble 
Suit, und ut ſuch tines as Tour Mijeſty ſball' Raacke mali, will 
ings: 16 ates i 7 nr Royal ry we at 
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47h all our Proceeding rereive 4 3 | 
at God, who hath'V; ought Yon back ro the Throne of Tout Futhers, 
2227 75 T's allo e SHant Tow i long and 4 proſperous 
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Mebruary 5. 1673. 
2 85 F Ae. 


e Kings Majeſty hath heard and well weighed 
your ſhort and Eloquent Oration; And in the firſt 
place much approves that you haye with ſo mach 
advantage, introduced a ſhorter way of ſpeaking 
upon this occaſion: His Majeſty doth well accept 
| of all thoſe dutiful and ffectionate expreſſions in 

which you have delivered your Submiſſion to his Royal pleaſure z 

And looks upon it as a good Omen to his affairs, and as an Evidence 
that the Houſe of Commons have ſtill the ſame Hears, that have 

choſen ſuch a Month. The conjuncture of time, and the King 
* | and Kingdoms affairs require ſuch 4 Houſe of Commons, ſuch 4 
0 Speaker ; for with reverence to the holy Scripture, upon this oc- 
caſion the King may ſay, He that ir not with me i againſt me; for 
he that doth not now put his and and Heart to Sapport the King 
in the common caule of this Kingdom, can hardly ever hope for 
ſuch another opportunity, or find a time to make ſatisfaction for 
g the omi ſſion of this. ED ads 
| / Next, Iam commanded by his Majeſty to anſwer your four 
/ Petitions, whereof the firſt being, The freedom of you and your 
| Servants in your Perſons and Eſtates, without arreſt or other di ſtur- 
| bance, the King is graciouſly pleaſed to grant it as full as to any of 
— - your Predeceflors, > 

The Second for Ziberty and Freedom of Speech: the Third, for 

acceſs to his Royal Perſon, And the Fourth, that your proceedings 
may receive 4 Favourable conſtruition, ate all freely zad fully grants 
ed by his Majeſty, | ; 
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